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BRIDGES

A fter nearly three 
years of dogged T.A. advo-
cacy, the DOT announced 

in September that by November 
it will finally remove the dan-
gerous two-inch high expansion 
joint covers on the Williamsburg 
Bridge biking and walking 
path. At press time, the DOT 
had already begun to replace 
the notorious bumps with safer 
covers that are flush with the 
surface of the bridge path. This 
change will greatly improve safe-
ty for the 3,000 people who bike 
and walk across the bridge each 
day and encourage even more 
people to bike and walk between 
the boroughs.

When the DOT opened the 
Williamsburg Bridge’s new path 
on December 12, 2002, bikers 
and walkers took pleasure in its 
width and majestic views. But 
soon bridge users were cursing 
the bumpy, dangerous ride across 
the path. T.A. immediately 
received concerned complaints 
from bicyclists about the 26 
bumps on the path and asked 
the DOT to remove them. In 
May 2003 the DOT responded 
by painting the bumps yellow 
and erecting caution signs.

From December 2002 to 
September 2005 scores of bridge 
users crashed their bicycles and 
tripped and fell on the bumps. 
The two-inch high hazards sent 
bridge users to the hospital with 
broken, fractured and dislocated 
bones, hematomas, cuts, abra-
sions and bruises, requiring sur-
gery, stitches and bed rest. Many 
crash victims took legal action 
against the City. 

By reaching out to disability 
rights advocates, T.A. learned 
that the bridge path’s expansion 
joint covers violated the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act’s 
guidelines for accessible design. 
According to the groups Dis-
abled in Action and United Spi-
nal Association, the slope of the 
two-inch high bumps was too 
severe for safe access and could 
cause disabled bridge users to 
fall or prevent them from cross-
ing the bridge path altogether.

In the summer and fall 

of 2004 T.A. surveyed 254 
bikers and walkers on the 
Williamsburg Bridge and 
found that the bumpy expan-
sion joint covers caused one 
in four to crash. The bumps 
caused two out of three people 
to lose control of their bicycles 
or trip and damaged three out 
of four respondents’ property. 
T.A.’s survey found that 90% of 
bridge users felt that the two-
inch high expansion joint covers 
made the bridge path more dan-
gerous. In January 2005, T.A. 

released “A Bridge to Scar,” a 
report based on the survey. The 
report garnered wide media cov-
erage and added to the growing 
pressure on the DOT to find a 
safe alternative to the hazardous 
bumps. 

In February 2005, Manhattan 
Community Board 3’s Trans-
portation Committee held a 
meeting about the bumps. T.A. 
rallied bridge users, advocates for 
the disabled and T.A. members 
to pack the house. Together with 
the Community Board, attendees 
urged the DOT to remove the 
bumps and make the bridge path 

safe. In March, the DOT hired a 
private engineering consultant, 
Weidlinger Associates, to study 
the bumps and recommend safer 
alternatives. In the spring the 
DOT erected more safety signs 
on the bridge path, and in Sep-
tember the DOT announced its 
plans to remove the bumps.

In addition to hundreds of 
bridge users, disabled rights 
advocates and T.A. asking the 
DOT to remove the bumps, 
the call for improved safety 
was made by the United Jewish 

Organizations of Williamsburg, 
Manhattan Community Board 3, 
Brooklyn Community Board 1 
and City Councilmembers Mar-
garita Lopez and David Yassky.

It is costing the City only $2 
million to replace the bumps 
with safer expansion joint covers, 
compared with the $12 million 
in lawsuits it faces from bridge 
users who crashed.

Since the new Williamsburg 
Bridge path opened in December 
2002, biking and walking across 
the bridge has increased 45%. 
With the bumps gone, bridge 
use will continue to increase, so 
please bike and walk with cau-
tion and respect. Bikers should 
descend slowly and always 
respect pedestrians. ❑

An Advocate’s 
Timeline
December 19, 1903 Williamsburg 
Bridge opens. At the time it is the 
world’s longest bridge.

April 1988 DOT closes the entire 
bridge due to corrosion. A month 
later the DOT reopens the bridge to 
drivers. DOT reopens the bridge to 
bikers and walkers three months 
later.

June 1991 DOT begins the ongoing 
rehabilitation of the Williamsburg 
Bridge and closes its biking and 
walking path

March 1992 T.A. and Williamsburg 
community groups pressure the 
DOT to reopen the path

Winter 1992-1993 Over a dozen 
bikers and walkers are mugged on 
the bridge path. T.A. pushes for 
more police patrols

1996 After a four-year T.A. cam-
paign featuring regular evening 
bridge rallies, the DOT installs 
lights on the Williamsburg Bridge 
biking and walking path

Spring 1999 T.A. convinces the DOT 
to open the bridge’s new south path

Fall 1999 With an increase in 
muggings on the bridge path, the 
NYPD’s 7th Precinct increases 
patrols, again at T.A.’s behest

June 2001 DOT installs emergency 
call boxes after three years of T.A. 
advocacy

March 2002 At T.A.’s request, the 
DOT installs wheel ramps that allow 
cyclists to roll their bikes up and 
down the 83 stairs to the bridge’s 
old bike path

December 12, 2002 After ten years 
of rehab, the new ramped biking 
and walking path opens

December 2002 – February 2005 
T.A. wages campaign to get the DOT 
to remove the 26 dangerous two-inch 
high metal expansion joint covers 
aka “bumps” (see right for details)

February 2005 Manhattan Com-
munity Board 3 meets about the 
dangerous bumps. Over 50 bikers, 
walkers and disabled bridge users 
urge the DOT representatives to 
remove the bumps

September 2005 DOT begins 
removing the bumps

Bye Bye Williamsburg Bridge Bumps

Thanks to everyone who 
campaigned to get the DOT to 
improve bridge safety and replace 
the bumpy expansion joint covers 
(left) with smooth ones (above). 
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In 2001, the department 
of City Planning started work 
on the Queens Plaza Bike 

and Pedestrian Improvement 
Project. The project features new 
car-free biking and walking con-
nections to the Queens side of the 
Queensboro Bridge. City Plan-
ning is working with the DOT 
to finalize the design and should 
release the plans this fall. In 2007 
the NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation will build the 
improvements. This project will 
improve safety for the 2,500 bik-
ers and walkers who brave the 
plaza’s traffic each day to cross 
the Queensboro Bridge. City 
Planning should build on its suc-
cess and work to improve safety 
on the bridge’s Manhattan side.

City Planning’s design calls for 
an east-west biking and walking 
path to be built on the median 
between the Queens Plaza North 
service road and the plaza’s main 
road. This path will connect the 
bridge path and the biking and 
walking paths on the Queens 
Boulevard Viaduct. City Plan-
ning also designed a car-free path 
and on-street bike lanes that will 

extend west to 
the waterfront 
Queensbridge 
Park, and the 
future Queens 
East River-
North Shore 
Greenway.

The biking 
and walking 
improvements 
and safer 

bridge access will compliment 
the City’s 2001 rezoning of 
Queens Plaza and Long Island 
City. These neighborhoods were 
rezoned to allow new residential 
and commercial development, 
which the zoning requires to 
have indoor bike parking. ❑

BRIDGES/BIKE SAFET Y

By july nearly twice 
as many New Yorkers 
had died in bike crashes 

as compared to the same  
period last year. In reaction,  
the City did nothing nor 
planned any new initiatives to 
improve cyclists’ safety. The 
death toll continued to rise 
through the fall. Twenty-one 
New Yorkers have died in  
bike crashes to date in 2005. 
This is a 50% increase in 
cyclist deaths compared to 
January to October 2004 and 
a 62% increase over the same 
period in 2003.

Family and friends,  
advocates, cycling clubs and 
New York City cyclists  
are alarmed. Is the 
City?

In July, T.A. and a 
coalition of city  
bicycling organiza-
tions took action  
and developed the 
New York City Bike Safety 
Action Plan. On behalf of  
the coalition, T.A. presented 
the Action Plan to the DOT 
and NYPD in July and urged 
them to implement it and  
make city streets safe for  
biking. T.A. also urged Mayor 
Bloomberg to adopt and  
implement the Action Plan. 

In September, 500 New York-
ers sent postcards to Mayor 
Bloomberg urging him to 
adopt and implement the 

Action Plan.
Neither the DOT, 

the NYPD nor City 
Hall has announced 
plans to combat the 
increase in cyclist 
deaths. 

City Council  
support will pressure City Hall 
and City agencies to adopt the 
Bike Safety Action Plan. This 
fall Councilmembers James, 
Lopez, McMahon, Moskowitz, 
Perkins and Yassky signed  
on their support to the Action 
Plan, and T.A. is urging the 
rest of the City Council to  
support it too. ❑

Take Action 
For the NYC 
Bike Safety 
Action Plan

The City must adopt the New York City Bike Action Plan and convene a multi-agency taskforce of the Health 
Department, Police, Transportation and City Planning to:

1.  Study of all NYC bicycle fatalities from 1995 to the present and identify the gravest dangers to cyclists and 
assign relative responsibility to key parties (drivers, cyclists, street design, etc.).

2.  Develop and implement an aggressive, ongoing enforcement campaign to deter drivers from illegal behav-
iors that put cyclists in peril.

3.  Commit to implementing the City’s official “Bicycle Master Plan” by 2010 with the goal of putting every New 
Yorker within a half-mile of the bike network.

4.  Develop and implement a Public Awareness Campaign with guidance from street safety advocates to curb 
dangerous driving and educate drivers about cyclists’ rights to the streets.

5.  Increase the City’s personnel capacity to plan and fund bicycle facilities, and reinstate the NYC Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Council and hold public meetings to solicit input from New Yorkers who bike.

6.  Work for legislation to require safety-enhancing retrofits to trucks, such as sideguards that deflect cyclists 
and pedestrians and reduce fatal impacts.

Take Action!
Thank City Planning Director 

Amanda Burden for planning 

safer Queens access, and urge 

the agency to improve safety 

on the Manhattan side of the 

Queensboro Bridge.

Amanda Burden 
Director, NYC Department of 

City Planning 
22 Reade Street 
New York, NY 10007-1216 

nyc.gov/html/mail/html/

maildcp.html

On 5th Avenue in Brooklyn, a 
cyclist is forced into traffic by a 
careless motorist. The City must 
take action to protect cyclists. 

Take Action!

B R E A K I N G  N E W S

As we went to press T.A. received a letter from the DOT outlining the 
agency’s new bike safety initiatives, including: conducting a study of 
bicyclist fatalities with the Department of Health and NYPD; developing 
bike safety outreach with advocates; pursuing truck safety legislation 
in Albany and encouraging helmet use. This said, we felt it important to 
run this piece to highlight the great need to improve cyclist safety and 
ensure the Bike Safety Action Plan is implemented.

City Planning Designs 
Safer QBB Access in 
Queens Plaza

Cycling News

Call or e-mail your Council- 

member and urge them to 

support the Action Plan.

Find your Council- 

member’s contact info at  

nyccouncil.info/constituent.

We support the New York City Bike 
Safety Action Plan
■ Brooklyn Civic Riders Bicycle Club
■  Century Road Club Association 
■ Fast and Fabulous Cycling
■ Five Borough Bicycle Club
■ FreeWheels
■  Injury Free Coalition for Kids at 

Harlem Hospital
■ Kissena Velodrome Committee
■  New York Bicycle Messenger 

Foundation
■ New York Bicycling Coalition
■ New York Cycle Club
■ North Brooklyn Health Network
■ Recycle-A-Bicycle
■ Right Of Way
■ Staten Island Bicycle Association
■ Times Up!
■ Transportation Alternatives
■ The Weekday Cyclists
■ Veloprop
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