
I
n ea r ly  20 04  I  joi ned  a n         
amazing organization on the ascent: 
Not just an advocate for bicycling 
anymore, Transportation Alternatives 
was an authoritative voice for pedes-

trians and a leading force for better transit 
and overall transportation reform too. I am 
proud that over the past four years T.A. has 
continued a steep upward trajectory, mak-
ing our mission to “reclaim New York City 
streets from the automobile” more attainable 
than ever before.  

With a Mayor, a DOT, a business and 
health community now leading and support-
ing ever growing efforts to form bike-, pedes-
trian-, and transit-oriented streets, our mis-
sion has gained powerful allies over the past 
few years. We are now poised at the brink of 
a momentous shift in how we New Yorkers 
– the most influential local citizenry in the 
world – conserve and experience our precious 
public space.  

This shift will happen this spring and 
summer on New York’s main streets with 
wider sidewalks, attractive pedestrian pla-
zas, and more copious and better-designed 
bike lanes and bike parking. It will happen 
with long overdue parking reforms, efficient 
surface transit and congestion pricing. And 
it will happen with more New Yorkers than 
ever before walking, talking and bicycling in 
the streets – coupled, in small groups and en 
masse. In 2008, with our minds and bodies, 
we are reclaiming our city from the motor-
car.

It is fitting that this historic year of street 
makeovers comes on T.A.’s 35th anniversary.  
To both mark and abet this special time, our 
communications are getting a makeover too.  
Go to Transalt.org to find a fully upgraded 
website featuring an easier to use, sleek new 
design; a brand new Action Center connect-
ing you to issues and policy makers; search-
able indices of our presence in the local and 
national media; and, of course, hundreds of 
pages of resources about bicycling, walk-
ing and public transit in NYC. The new  
Transalt.org will seamlessly allow T.A. mem-
bers and activists to more directly commu-
nicate with decision-makers, amplifying our 
voice on critical campaigns.  

You’ll also notice our spiffy new logo at 
the top of your screen and on the cover of the 

magazine you’re holding. A modern, memo-
rable representation of Transportation Alter-
natives allows us to stand out—and better 
visibility means better advocacy. When we 
seek out new allies and members, respond to 
press inquiries or strive to influence policy 
makers, our image will now match our repu-
tation for bold, progressive, city-changing 
work.

Unveiling the new T.A. logo has in turn 
stoked our imagination for what this maga-
zine can be. When Transportation Alternatives 
Magazine debuted in the summer of 1995, it 
was an outgrowth of Auto-Free Press and City 
Cyclist, two T.A publications that once graced 
free newsstands at NYC bike shops and coun-
ter-cultural hubs. It was a harbinger of T.A.’s 
expansion from a cycling organization to one 
that advocated for pedestrians and transit 
riders as well. John Kaehny, our Executive 
Director at the time, proclaimed the shift: 

“Cycling does not exist in isolation. Indeed, 
our cycling experience has made us aware of 
the overwhelming biases that grant so much 
public space and consideration to motorists 
and so little to cyclists, walkers and neigh-
borhoods.”

Reclaim further extends our reach, 
informing and stoking the imaginations 
of the increasing number of New Yorkers     
demanding livable streets and healthy public 
spaces. 

With your help, 2008 will be seen as the 
year when the spirit of this reclamation burst 
out and gave all New Yorkers a yearning 
for what Transportation Alternatives mem-
bers have desperately wanted since 1973: a 
city where living is not compromised by too 
many cars. 

Sincerely,

Paul Steely White
Executive Director
Transportation Alternatives
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