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New York City is a walking and public transit city.  We are proud of the distances we walk on a 
regular basis and that our subway runs all night. While anyone can be a victim of traffic violence, this map 
reveals that crashes do not impact all New Yorkers equally. Examining the city’s community districts shows 
that Midtown Manhattan (Community District 5) is the most dangerous place to be a pedestrian. On average, a 
pedestrian has been struck by a vehicle every day for the past 15 years in Community District 5. 

Because of the dangers present there, the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) has done 
tremendous work re-engineering the streets within Community District 5. The Green Light for Midtown 
Project redesigned vast swaths of Broadway between Columbus Circle and Madison Square. Times Square 
and Herald Square were completely overhauled, closing sections of Broadway to cars and making those iconic 
spaces vastly safer for pedestrians. Since the completion of the Green Light for Midtown Project, pedestrian 
injuries are down 35 percent even as foot traffic increased .i DOT has implemented innovative street designs 
and made life-saving improvements that reduce crashes in Community District 5, but safer street designs by 
themselves aren’t enough and the DOT can’t redesign every street in the city. In order to continue to increase 
safety and decrease pedestrian injuries and fatalities citywide, other city agencies—especially the New York 
City Police Department—must make pedestrian safety a priority. 

In the past ten years, more people were killed in traffic than murdered by guns in New York City. ii  Every year 
more than 70,000 New Yorkers are injured in traffic crashes. To create a healthier, safer and more livable New 
York City, there needs to be a citywide commitment to eliminate, not just reduce, traffic deaths and serious 
injuries on our streets. This zero tolerance policy is called Vision Zero: zero deaths, zero serious injuries, and 
zero fear of traffic. Currently, there is a disturbing culture of acceptance surrounding the dangers represented 
by motor vehicles. To achieve Vision Zero, there must be a culture shift—inside city government and among all 
New Yorkers—to stand against continued traffic violence in New York City and put pedestrians first. 

Why traffic violence? Why do these crashes occur?  
New York State’s Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has identified over 80 contributing factors associated 
with crashes. The majority of fatal traffic crashes are caused by drivers breaking traffic laws which should be 
enforced. Incidents of speeding, running red lights and failure to yield dominate our streets. Of fatal crashes 
with known causes, 69 percent are caused by poor driver behavior. The New York City Police Department 
knows where the most crash-prone intersections are located and they know which behaviors cause the most 
crashes. The NYPD must prioritize enforcement against driver behaviors that put pedestrians at risk. By 
advocating for more enforcement of existing vehicle and traffic laws and increasing the number of automated 
safety cameras, we can begin to eradicate reckless and careless driving behaviors. By calling for more in-depth 
investigations and reporting of all crashes, we can make necessary improvements to prevent others from 
happening. With these efforts, Transportation Alternatives can help police and prosecutors create deterrents 
to dangerous driving behavior, and increase street safety for the pedestrians and bicyclists who are the most 
vulnerable users of our roads.
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WHAT’s NEXT: 
RECOMMENDATIONS
As of today, New York’s traffic safety record puts us in a class with Bulgaria, Brazil and Belarus. 
New Yorkers are twice as likely to be killed in a car crash as in Berlin, Tokyo or Paris. iii  The good news is that 
recent DOT-led road redesigns have been proven to reduce fatalities in New York City. In order to continue to 
make progress, a unified, coordinated approach among city agencies will be necessary.

More traffic calming projects that match where and how people use the street and more enforcement of the 
traffic law violations that result in injuries are needed. In addition to safer street designs, traffic enforcement 
needs to match where traffic violations and crashes occur. The recent local law that requires the public release 
of NYPD’s crash and summonsing information will be a tool all citizens can use to ask for more targeted 
design and enforcement.  

Eliminating deadly crashes in New York City will take collaboration from all city agencies and governing 
bodies and involve a substantial investment. However, traffic incidents cost the city and its residents over 
$4 billion each year.iv In comparison, the Department of Transportation dedicated less than one percent of 
that amount to its street safety programs in fiscal year 2009, or $33.4 million in capital commitments and $3.9 
million in operating expenses. v  
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appendix
Motor Vehicle Crashes with Pedestrians by Community Board 
Table Years: 1995-2009
Source: NYS DOT Crash Data

Lowest

Highest
BORO COMMUNITY BOARD CRASHES
Manhattan 5 8604
Queens 12 4741
Manhattan 8 4694
Manhattan 6 4543
Manhattan 3 4138
Brooklyn 14 3920
Brooklyn 17 3629
Manhattan 4 3581
Queens 7 3567
Brooklyn 5 3498
Brooklyn 3 3486
Manhattan 12 3312
Manhattan 2 3311
Brooklyn 12 3284
Brooklyn 2 3247
Brooklyn 15 3233
Manhattan 11 3228
Manhattan 7 3109
Bronx 4 2938
Brooklyn 18 2895
Brooklyn 1 2825
Bronx 5 2721
Bronx 7 2683
Brooklyn 11 2665
Brooklyn 9 2645
Queens 4 2600
Manhattan 10 2386
Brooklyn 7 2334
Queens 5 2303
Brooklyn 16 2300
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Appendix

BORO COMMUNITY BOARD CRASHES
Brooklyn 4 2293
Bronx 12 2282
Manhattan 1 2208
Bronx 9 2139
Queens 3 2118
Brooklyn 10 2111
Queens 2 2058
Manhattan 9 2045
Brooklyn 8 1992
Queens 13 1992
Staten Island 1 1944
Bronx 1 1939
Queens 1 1918
Bronx 6 1853
Queens 6 1831
Queens 9 1821
Bronx 11 1797
Brooklyn 6 1771
Queens 10 1756
Queens 8 1736
Brooklyn 13 1689
Bronx 2 1273
Staten Island 2 1253
Queens 11 1235
Bronx 10 1195
Bronx 3 1168
Queens 14 1012
Bronx 8 788
Staten Island	 3 653

Lowest

Highest
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