Dear _________,

I’m writing to urge you to sign on your support for the New York City Bike Safety Action Plan. The six point plan, developed by a coalition of NYC’s largest cycling organizations, calls on City Hall and its agencies to make streets safe for the millions of New Yorkers who bike each year. The City must design and create streets that are safe for bicycling and heighten enforcement of drivers who endanger and threaten bikers and walkers.

According to City bike counts, more New Yorkers are riding than ever before. Based on City counts, advocates estimate that over 120,000 people bike everyday; that’s up nearly 50% compared to four years ago. And, in the past four years, the number of people biking across the four East River bridges has doubled. 

Sadly, according to data released by the NYPD, eleven New York City cyclists have perished in crashes this year, compared to six over the same period in 2004. From April to July, four law-abiding bicyclists were fatally struck by motorists. All four fatal crashes occurred on streets that are “recommended” bike routes according to the official City 2005 NYC Cycling Map. Yet all four streets, bereft of bicycle-friendly traffic safety measures, force bicyclists into dangerous competition for street space with cars and trucks.

The City must convene at multi-agency taskforce to:

· Study all NYC bicyclist deaths from 1995 to 2005 and recommend corrective measures to reduce cyclist injury and death rates. (NYPD, DOT and Dept. of Health)

· Aggressively crack down on speeding, reckless driving, “dooring,” driving and parking in bike lanes, unsafe passing, tailgating, failure to exercise due care and other motorist behaviors that endanger cyclists and pedestrians. (NYPD)

· Implement the official NYC “Bicycle Master Plan” by 2010 with the goal of putting every New Yorker within a half-mile of the bike network and make more use of safer designs like buffered and physically separated bike lanes and more time at intersections for cyclists. (DOT)

· Develop and roll out a public awareness campaign to curb dangerous driving and educate drivers about cyclists' rights to the streets. (DOT, NYPD, Dept. of Health)

· Increase the City’s personnel capacity to plan and fund bicycle facilities, and reinstate the NYC Bicycle Advisory Council and hold public meetings to solicit input from New Yorkers who bike. (DOT, Dept. of City Planning, Parks Dept.)

· Pursue legislation requiring safety-enhancing retrofits to trucks, such as sideguards that deflect cyclists and pedestrians and reduce fatal impacts. (DOT, NYPD)

More New Yorkers are bicycling, and the City must do more to ensure their safety. Street safety improvements and traffic enforcement are not amenities. They are necessary to improve our mobility, health and quality of life.
Please support the New York City Bike Safety Action Plan by contacting Transportation Alternatives, 212 629 8080.

Sincerely,

