Sensible Transportation
Soho Shoppers Are
Walkers, Not Drivers
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challer Consulting, in coordination
with Transportation Alternatives
and the Soho Alliance, has recently
completed a study of pedestrian and driver
patterns on Prince Street. The study examines current pedestrian conditions in relation
to commercial activity and predicts the likely
commercial impact of reorienting streets
to favor pedestrians. Through surveys of
pedestrians and motorists, and an inventory of parked cars on the street, the study
determined that businesses on Prince Street
would receive greater numbers of customers
if more room were made for pedestrians at
the expense of on-street parking space.
Consistent with results from Schaller’s
“Necessity or Choice: Why People Drive in
Manhattan,” this study finds that the vast
majority of New Yorkers do not use cars to
shop in Manhattan’s CBD. Less than 10%
of shoppers arrive in Soho by car, while the
rest come by transit, walking or biking. What

No crackdown yet for city
workers abusing their parking
permits in Civic Center,
Manhattan and citywide.

Residents Sick of City
Workers’ Illegal Parking

M
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TakeAction!

By a 5:1 margin Soho visitors would come
more often if there was more room for
walking.
is more, the number of respondents that
would come to Soho less often if parking
space were reduced and pedestrian space
increased accounted for less than five percent of total spending by shoppers in the
area.
Transportation Alternatives is confident
that this study will compound the already
substantial evidence that pedestrian traffic
is the kind of traffic that benefits New York
City’s economy, not cars. Look for the study
on our website, transalt.org this fall.
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